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OBJECTIVE 1.  To reduce or eliminate single use plastic products at events managed by, 
financed or subsidised by Council. 

2.  To promote the sustainable recycling of single use plastic products and general 
waste at events managed by, financed or subsidised by Council. 

3.  Add support to the policies of Rethink Waste, specifically - support and 
encourage behaviour change in the wider community on the usage of single 
use plastic products. Further to promote the use of alternative sustainable 
products by providing leadership and education on the social and 
environmental impact of single use plastic waste. 

SCOPE The policy applies to Council staff and Council representatives engaged in the 
operation of Council business; all events, individuals or organisations planning, 
organising, running, and/or approving events which are managed by or financed 
by Council. This includes, but is not limited to, all civic, commercial or community 
events; all large and small scale events, meetings, functions, workshops, markets, 
festivals, parties, information sessions, conferences and organised/formal sport 
or recreational events. 

The policy covers single-use plastic items used in purchasing, packaging, sales, 
distribution, transportation and clean up practices associated with events, 
including Council Meetings. 

APPLICATION This Policy would apply to all Council arrangements for community meetings and 
Council Meetings (internal and external catering) and external organisations that 
receive funding from Council planning, organising, supporting, or approving 
events in the Kentish Municipality.  The policy includes single use plastic items 
used in purchasing, packaging, sales, distribution, transportation and clean up 
practices associated with events, including Council Meetings. 

DEFINITIONS Event:  Any planned activity where any structure (permanent or 
temporary), open area, road way, fenced or unfenced area 
will contain a number of persons greater than that normally 
found in that area or location at one time. This activity may 
affect the location surrounding the area prior to, during or 
after the event. 

Council Event:  All events that are organised by Kentish Council staff, 
contractors or elected members including Council Meetings 
and Forums. 

External catering:  Catering received by Council from external suppliers using 
single use plastic items. 
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Internal catering: catering supplied by Council for internal Council events using 
single use plastic items. 

Plastic:  a synthetic material made from a wide range of organic 
polymers such as polyethylene, PVC, nylon, etc., that can be 
moulded into shape while soft, and then set into a rigid or 
slightly elastic form. 

Single Use Plastic Products:  any disposable non-recyclable plastic material, 
including balloons, straws, plastic bags, bowls, plates, cups, 
containers, packaging (packages for biscuits and other food 
items), items with plastic lining (such as paper coffee cups) 
and other similar items. 

POLICY Organisations or individuals planning, organising, running and/or approving 
Council events or events financed or subsidised by Council should ensure that the 
event meets the following guidelines: 

1. Single use plastic products should not be used, sold or distributed for 
transportation or promotional purposes. 

2. Single use plastic bags and packaging should not be used, sold or 
distributed for transportation or promotional purposes; 

3. Single use plastic items such as plates, bowls, cups, straws, cutlery and 
take away food containers should not be used, sold or distributed; 

4. Single use plastic balloons should not be used, sold or distributed.  Single 
use plastic balloons including helium balloons must not be released into 
the environment.  

 a.  The exception is single use toy twisted plastic balloons used specifically 
for children’s and other events. These should be retained and 
responsibly disposed of.  

5. Single use plastic flags, removable tattoos, promotional items etc should 
not be used, sold or distributed. 

6. Single use plastic bottled water, soft drinks and juices should be avoided. If 
there is no alternative the event organiser should arrange for their 
collection and recycling.  Council recycle bins with bin toppers may be 
appropriate. 

7. Event organisers should promote and supply reusable options to single use 
plastic items and encourage patrons to bring their own reusable items 
(such as water bottles, sustainable bags and reusable cups). 

8. Event organisers may play a role in educating and guiding their event staff, 
volunteers and event attendees on single use plastic free practices. This 
includes considering whether single use plastic items are needed, 
providing useful information and promoting reusable alternatives. 

9. Event organisers should re-use event materials where possible (including 
event signage and promotional banners, materials and flags); 

10. Event organisers are to ensure that the event site is left litter free and the 
site is returned to pre-event condition. 
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11. Event organisers should be encouraged to develop a waste management 
plan that demonstrates a commitment to reduce, reuse or recycle single 
use plastic and general waste at events. 

12. Event managers should be provided a copy of this Policy, plus the waste 
management resource, A Guide to Preparing an Event Waste Management 
Plan prepared by the Cradle Coast Waste Management Authority. 

13. Council officers may support and assist organisations, community groups 
or individuals organising an event managed or financed by Council, or in 
the wider community, to comply with this policy. 

14. Council has some resources to assist organisations arranging events. 
Enquiries are welcome.  Also see the Kentish Council website 
www.kentish.tas.gov.au, Rethink waste website rethinkwaste.com.au and 
Council’s Facebook page. 

 

 


