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Railton Community Updates September 2020 

1 Railton Flood Plan and Railton Mitigation Meeting 

Entura is well advanced with the preliminary conceptual designs following the 
detailed modelling for the Railton flood mitigation project.  Whilst there was initially 
a strong desire to understand and develop a practical solution to mitigate against a 
0.5% AEP (Annual Exceedance Probability) event (previously referred to as a 
1:200 year Average Recurrence Interval) it has become evident throughout the 
process that this may not be an achievable solution.   

Modelling and concepts were then developed to mitigate against flooding from the 
2011 flood event. The scope of works is indicated below: 

• earth levee upstream across the valley to direct flow into Redwater Creek 
(lower than for 1 in 200 AEP);  

• widen Dowbiggin Street bridge (double);  

• widen Redwater creek (currently in the model it is widened from the valley 
levee near Dowbiggin Street all the way to Native Plains Road, but Entura 
are rerunning to see if we can avoid the last parts of this widening);  

• small intermittent levees at the edge of the creek widening (these are locally 
up to 0.9 m high, but generally 0.3 to 0.5 m), and most likely would be 
earthworks; and 

• headwalls around the box culvert under Foster Street near the primary 
school. 

It is hoped that construction may be able to commence in the 2021/22 summer 
period and in line with the Federal Government funding requirements. 

2 Community Flood Planning Pilot Project 

The Flood Planning Pilot project was put on hold for four months due to the 
ongoing effects of COVID-19. It has now recommenced, and a draft proof of 
concept will be forwarded to Council and community members who responded to 
the project for review. Once the proof has been finalised it will be published on the 
SES website and promoted through Council.  

SES advised that planned community consultation for the project was cancelled 
due to COVID-19 restrictions.  

If you would like to know more about your flood risk, the Community Flood 
Planning Pilot Project, please contact Community Flood Planner Emma Gardner 
on emma.gardner@ses.tas.gov.au or 6166 5685. 
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3 Mountain Bike Trail Update 

Construction of the final stage of the Wild Mersey mountain bike trails commenced 
in April 2020 with trail builder, Trailscapes, returning to continue the work it started 
during Stage One of construction. With favourable weather conditions, more than 
15 km of new trails have been constructed. A soft launch will be held prior to the 
end of the year to open some sections of these trails to riders for the summer 
period. The whole of the trail network is planned to be completed by 
August/September 2021.  

Pitt and Sherry has completed the design of the on-road infrastructure through the 
Railton township. Council has budgeted for this work to be undertaken in the 
coming months. 

4 Railton Road Widening Project 

Shaw Contracting has commenced the shoulder sealing on Railton Main Road 
between Cement Works Road and Youngmans Road, also known as Dulverton 
Road. 

5 Railton Bus Stops 

The bus stops will be moved to Option 2 in the below diagram. Pit and Sherry 
have finalised on-road cycling line marking plans and incorporated the bus stop 
relocation design works on the same drawing for tendering.  

Option 1 – (Current temporary location)
Northbound – outside the Old Police House

Southbound – outside Lions Park

There are separate school bus stops in Option 1

Option 2 – (Alternative location)
Combining public and school bus stops
Northbound – next to the Railway Park

Southbound – opposite the Railway Park

 

6 Kentish Neighbour Day 

Kentish Neighbour Day is an initiative of Kentish House and the Kentish Lions 
Club in support of the community’s recovery from COVID-19. The event will 
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feature Painting Pebbles at the Park by Kentish House, a free sausage sizzle and 
hamburgers provided by Kentish Lions Club, a jumping castle, chalk drawing, 
bubble blowing, and local entertainment.  

Kentish Neighbour Day will be held on Saturday, 17 October 2020 from 11:00 am 
to 2:00 pm at the Kentish Health Park, Sheffield (adjacent to Mural Park). The 
event will support the Kentish community as it celebrates re-opening with friends, 
family and neighbours. Kentish Neighbour Day is proudly supported by the 
Tasmanian Government, Kentish Council and the Kentish COVID-19 Recovery 
Action Committee. 

7 Kentish Council Budget and Rates 

Kentish Council has now passed its budget for 2020/21. Rate instalments are due 
on:  

• 30 September 2020;  

• 31 October 2020;  

• 28 February 2021; and  

• 30 April 2021.  

Highlights of the 2020/21 capital works program include: 

• Sheffield eastern town entry streetscape redevelopment ($1.57 million) 

• Wilmot streetscape redevelopment ($524,000) 

• Wilks Road extension to upgrade access to Lorinna ($2.1 million) 

• Reconstruct priority sections of Staverton Road ($629,000) 

• Footpath extensions and improvements ($491,000) 

• Railton flood mitigation – detailed design ($307,000) 

• Sheffield Arts Centre and Visitor Information Centre refurbishments 
($888,000 and $200,000 respectively) 

• Wild Mersey mountain bike trails and Sheffield trailhead facilities ($1.57 
million and $246,000 respectively) 

8 COVID-19 Response 

8.1 What Council is Doing to Assist Community Recovery 

Council has taken the following actions to assist the community with COVID-19 
recovery:  

• formed the Kentish COVID-19 Recovery Action Committee;  

• developed local marketing campaigns;  

• developed a financial hardship policy; and 

• developed a new business and event COVID-19 recovery grant program. 

8.2 Kentish COVID-19 Recovery Action Committee 

As locals are the strongest assets in recovery, Council has formed the Kentish 
Municipality’s COVID-19 Recovery Action Committee to help guide the recovery 
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process. This committee includes people from a broad cross-section of industries, 
as well as community members across the municipality. 

8.3 Financial Hardship Policy 

Council recognises that there are ratepayers experiencing genuine and serious 
financial hardship due to COVID-19. To assist them, Council recently adopted a 
Financial Hardship Policy for access to flexible rate postponement plans, 
remission of rates, and/or remission of late payment penalties or interest. For 
further information on the Financial Hardship Policy, Kentish residents should 
contact Kentish Council on 6491 0200 or via email to council@kentish.tas.gov.au.  

9 Councillor Contact 

If you would like to meet with the Mayor and/or Councillors, please contact Kentish 
Council to make an appointment. 

mailto:council@kentish.tas.gov.au

