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Wilmot Community Updates September 2020 

1 Mountain Bike Trail Update 

Construction of the final stage of the Wild Mersey Mountain Bike Network 
commenced in April 2020 with Trailscapes returning to continue the work they 
started during Stage One of construction. With favourable weather conditions, 
more than 15km of new trails have been constructed. A soft launch will be held 
prior to the end of the year to open these trails to riders for the summer period.  

Pitt and Sherry has completed the design of the on-road infrastructure through the 
Railton township. Council has budgeted for this work to be undertaken in the 
coming months to ensure that it is safer for riders and clearer for motorists. 

2 COVID-19 Response 

2.1 What Council is Doing to Assist Community Recovery 

Council has taken the following actions to assist the community with COVID-19 
recovery:  

• formed the Kentish COVID-19 Recovery Action Committee;  

• developed local marketing campaigns;  

• developed a financial hardship policy; and 

• developed a new business and event COVID-19 recovery grants. 

2.2 Kentish COVID-19 Recovery Action Committee 

As locals are the strongest assets in recovery, Council has formed the Kentish 
Municipality’s COVID-19 Recovery Action Committee to help guide the recovery 
process. This committee includes people from a broad cross-section of industries, 
as well as community members across the municipality. Wendy Charleston is the 
representative from the Wilmot area. 

2.3 Financial Hardship Policy 

Council recognise that there are ratepayers experiencing genuine and serious 
financial hardship due to COVID-19 and to assist them Council recently adopted a 
Financial Hardship Policy for access to flexible rate postponement plans, 
remission of rates, and/or remission of late payment penalties or interest. For 
further information on the Financial Hardship Policy Kentish residents should 
contact Kentish Council on 6491 0200 or council@kentish.tas.gov.au.  

3 Lake Barrington Park BBQ 

At a recent community meeting, the issues surrounding installation of an 
additional/upgraded BBQ at Lake Barrington Park was discussed. The scope of 
the project had increased from the original concept of just replacing the hot plates, 
to include additional power and shelter options required at the site. The original 
budget was $13,000 however several options were presented for consideration, 
varying from $18,000 to $33,000 dependant on options chosen. These options 
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were discussed at a previous Council forum and it was recommended to discuss 
the issue at a community meeting to gauge local resident thoughts.  

At the September meeting of the Wilmot Tourist and Progress Association, it was 
recommended that the BBQ be installed at the Wilmot Recreation Ground. 

The committee members noted additional seating would be required, but thought it 
would be a safer option to minimise risk of vandalism and may encourage more 
use of the site. The option is also more cost effective, with less additional works 
required than the Lake Barrington Park options. 

The community has chosen for the BBQ to be installed at the Wilmot Recreation 
Ground. It should be noted Council staff disagree with this location and believe the 
Lake Barrington Park campsite would be better served with the upgraded BBQ 
and other facilities, given its use over the warmer months. 

4 Western Wilds Project 

There were originally four interpretive signs, proposed for this Tasmanian 
Community Fund-funded project, however, the grant budget and sign budget 
allocated for the Wilmot Streetscape project has allowed additional signs to be 
created.  

A Development Application (DA) has been lodged for all signs, except the Hydro 
sign which does not require a DA. 

A summary of the signs is as follows: 

1. Railton’s Wide Street – a tale of bullocks, Railton Main St near the 
Neighbourhood Centre 

2. First tourist bus trips to Cradle Mountain via horse and cart from local 
Bob Quayle, Wilmot 

3. Gustav And Kate Weindorfer, Mt Roland Story Stop 
4. Mersey Forth Hydro Scheme, Round Mt Story Stop 
5. Butter factories history, Wilmot* 
6. Community Life, Wilmot* 
7. Post Office Tree, Wilmot*  

* Additional story stop sign not proposed in original funding application, located at 
the outstand near the school. 

5 Cradle Mountain Masterplan 

An update from the Office of the Tasmanian Coordinator-General is attached 
below (Annexure A).  

6 Wilmot Streetscape 

The awarded Contractor, Hardings Hotmix commenced site works during July 
2020. Their original tendered schedule was to have the works completed by early 
November 2020. Weather impacts in recent weeks and latent subsurface 
conditions will expand this schedule to late November 2020 finish. 
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Following removal of the large hedge along part of the school front boundary, the 
perceived retaining wall that would be required at the base of the new fence has 
now been altered and will become a block wall and garden feature on the school 
side of the new fence.  

In order to assist the local Fire Brigade, the front yard of their lot will be elevated 
and gravelled to create a hard stand for volunteer parking. Material excavated 
from site has been used to create this hard stand while improving onsite 
stormwater management. 

Concealed unknown conditions encountered have required modifications to the 
original design. The contractor has been able to accommodate these necessary 
changes. Works have been focussed on the eastern side of the Street with the 
intent to have all concrete works completed before undertaking work on the 
western side. 

7 Wilmot Sustainable Communities Tidy Towns National 
Awards Submission 

In 2019, the Wilmot Tourist and Progress Association facilitated a whole of 
community entry to the Sustainable Communities Tidy Towns State Awards 
collaborating with the Wilmot community and community organisations.  

Due to the ongoing effects of COVID-19 and border restrictions, Keep Australia 
Beautiful made the difficult decision to cancel the face to face Australian 
Sustainable Communities Tidy Towns Awards event to be held in Alice Springs 
and Santa Teresa. The event will now be held online on 13 and 14 October 2020.  

Mayor Wilson will make the State Finalist Presentation Webinar between 11am 
and 12pm on Tuesday, 13 October. The Online Awards Ceremony will be held 
from 5pm, Wednesday, 14 October.  

The Wilmot community is invited to participate in the free online event by 
registering at https://events.humanitix.com/2020asctt_oac/tickets. A copy of the 
invitation has been included (Annexure B).  

8 Weindorfer Memorial Mural 

The Wilmot Tourist & Progress Association’s Weindorfer Memorial Committee 
were recently successful in securing a $10,000 grant from the Department of State 
Growth’s Regional Tourism Projects Program 2020 - Round 2, for a Weindorfer 
Memorial Mural for Wilmot. This mural project will be a fantastic asset for Wilmot 
as it will give visitors a reason to dwell a little longer in the town and engage in the 
other experiences in Wilmot more deeply, thereby stimulating the local economy. 
The committee will consult with the community on its location in the near future. 
The mural will be designed to tell the story of both Kate and Gustav Weindorfer. 

9 Kentish Neighbour Day 

Kentish Neighbour Day is an initiative of Kentish House and the Kentish Lions 
Club in support of the community’s recovery from COVID-19. The event will 
feature Painting Pebbles at the Park by Kentish House, a free sausage sizzle and 
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hamburgers provided by Kentish Lions Club, a jumping castle, chalk drawing, 
bubble blowing, and local entertainment.  

Kentish Neighbour Day will be held on Saturday, 17 October 2020 from 11:00 am 
to 2:00 pm at the Kentish Health Park, Sheffield (adjacent to Mural Park). The 
event will support the Kentish community as it celebrates re-opening with friends, 
family and neighbours. Kentish Neighbour Day is proudly supported by the 
Tasmanian Government, Kentish Council and the Kentish COVID-19 Recovery 
Action Committee 

10 Kentish Council Budget and Rates 

Kentish Council has now passed its budget for 2020/21. Rate instalments are due 
on:  

• 30 September 2020;  

• 31 October 2020;  

• 28 February 2021; and  

• 30 April 2021.  

Highlights of the 2020/21 capital works program include: 

• Sheffield eastern town entry streetscape redevelopment ($1.57m) 

• Wilmot streetscape redevelopment ($524,000) 

• Wilks Road extension to upgrade access to Lorinna ($2.1m) 

• Reconstruct priority sections of Staverton Road ($629,000) 

• Footpath extensions and improvements ($491,000) 

• Railton flood mitigation – detailed design ($307,000) 

• Sheffield Arts Centre ($888,000) and Visitor Information Centre 
Refurbishment ($200,000) 

• Wild Mersey mountain bike trails ($1.57m) and Sheffield trailhead facilities 
($246,000) 

11 Councillor Contact 

If you would like to meet with the Mayor and Councillors, please contact Kentish 
Council to make an appointment. 


