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Acacia Hills, Lower Barrington and South Spreyton 
Community Updates October 2020 

1 Mountain Bike Trail Update 

Construction of the final stage of the Wild Mersey Mountain Bike Network 
commenced in April 2020 with Trailscapes returning to continue the work they 
started during Stage One. With favourable weather conditions, more than 15km of 
new trails have been constructed. A soft launch will be held prior to the end of the 
year to open sections of these trails to riders for the summer period.  

Pitt and Sherry has completed the design of the on-road infrastructure through the 
Railton township. Council has budgeted for this work to be undertaken in the 
coming months to ensure that it is safer for riders and clearer for motorists. 

2 Grandview Drive and Tarleton Road Intersection 

Council has received funding assistance to undertake footpath construction 
through the ‘Safer Roads: Vulnerable Road User Program 2020-21 Funding 
Round’ (VRUP).  

The plan is to create an asphalt path within the grassed verge to enable a safe link 
from the crest of the hill to the bus stop zone at Tarleton Road. The asphalt will 
provide a more suitable surface than gravel due to the vertical grade of the path 
alignment. 

The estimated cost of the project is $15,960, of which VRUP will provide 50%.  

Council will provide detailed design plans and a schedule of works to the 
Department of State Growth before commencing works.  

3 COVID-19 Response 

3.1 What Council is Doing to Assist Community Recovery 

Council has taken the following actions to assist the community with COVID-19 
recovery:  

• formed the Kentish COVID-19 Recovery Action Committee;  

• developed local marketing campaigns;  

• developed a financial hardship policy; and 

• developed a new business and event COVID-19 recovery grant program. 

3.2 Kentish COVID-19 Recovery Action Committee 

As locals are the strongest assets in recovery, Council has formed the Kentish 
Municipality’s COVID-19 Recovery Action Committee to help guide the recovery 
process. This committee includes people from a broad cross-section of industries, 
as well as community members across the municipality. 
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3.3 Financial Hardship Policy 

Council recognises that there are ratepayers experiencing genuine and serious 
financial hardship due to COVID-19. To assist them Council recently adopted a 
Financial Hardship Policy for access to flexible rate postponement plans, 
remission of rates, and/or remission of late payment penalties or interest. For 
further information on the Financial Hardship Policy, Kentish residents should 
contact Kentish Council on 6491 0200 or via email to council@kentish.tas.gov.au.  

4 Kentish Council Budget and Rates 

Kentish Council has now passed its budget for 2020/21. Rate instalments are due 
on:  

• 30 September 2020;  

• 31 October 2020;  

• 28 February 2021; and  

• 30 April 2021.  

Highlights of the 2020/21 capital works program include: 

• Sheffield eastern town entry streetscape redevelopment ($1.57m) 

• Wilmot streetscape redevelopment ($524,000) 

• Wilks Road extension to upgrade access to Lorinna ($2.1m) 

• Reconstruct priority sections of Staverton Road ($629,000) 

• Footpath extensions and improvements ($491,000) 

• Railton flood mitigation – detailed design ($307,000) 

• Sheffield Arts Centre ($888,000) and Visitor Information Centre 
Refurbishment ($200,000) 

• Wild Mersey mountain bike trails ($1.57m) and Sheffield trailhead facilities 
($246,000) 

5 Kentish Neighbour Day 

Kentish Neighbour Day is an initiative of Kentish House and the Kentish Lions 
Club in support of the community’s recovery from COVID-19. The event will 
feature Painting Pebbles at the Park by Kentish House, a free sausage sizzle and 
hamburgers provided by Kentish Lions Club, a jumping castle, chalk drawing, 
bubble blowing, and local entertainment.  

Kentish Neighbour Day will be held on Saturday, 17 October 2020 from 11:00 am 
to 2:00 pm at the Kentish Health Park, Sheffield (adjacent to Mural Park). The 
event will support the Kentish community as it celebrates re-opening with friends, 
family and neighbours. Kentish Neighbour Day is proudly supported by the 
Tasmanian Government, Kentish Council and the Kentish COVID-19 Recovery 
Action Committee 

6 Councillor Contact 

If you would like to meet with the Mayor and Councillors, please contact Kentish 
Council to make an appointment. 
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